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Value of biodiversity

Consumptive use
Productive use
Social, ethical, aesthetic
Option values



2
Biodiversity and its conversation-Dr. Jaydeep Mukherjee

Unit 4
Biodiversity and Conservation Lecture 3

Consumptive use value is usually assigned to goods consumed locally that are 
neither bought nor sold and therefore do not contribute to the economy of a country

Productive use values are assigned to those goods harvested from the environment, 
which are bought and sold locally, nationally or internationally. Major products include 
construction timber, fuelwood, fish and shellfish, fruits and vegetables and seaweed

Biodiversity has social amenity value. It can improve standards of living, make people 
proud, and help them lead more fulfilled lives

Option value of biodiversity in providing benefits for communities in the future. 
Biodiversity has uses and values, which  may not yet be known or can not be utilized 
by humans at present. With the change in demands and consumption pattern as well 
as technological advances ,this value will be important in future. 


