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Succession is a real process. A barren area will be invaded by pioneer plants, which 
often do not persist; they are joined and their place is taken by other plants. The early 
years will likely show a rapid change of vegetation until a more stable ecosystem 
develops. 

Each phase of vegetation modifies the habitat, creating opportunities for other plants that 
can exploit the resources better. Barring disaster, the productivity of the system will tend 
to increase. The vegetation that develops may resemble the characteristic biome of the 
area even if the mix of species varies 
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Examples of succession - All areas, even the ponds tended towards a terrestrial plant 
community dominated by trees. 
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Example of succession - On bare rock the first plants will be lichens. As soil builds up the 
surface can hold water so that mosses become established. 
 


